MEXICO
the divers nations which had formerly owed fealty to
the Aztecs. Cortez conquered Mexico, and Guatimozin
yielded himself his prisoner, as Vercingetorix had sur-
rendered to Caesar. At first he was treated with some
consideration, but later on, in order to wrest from him
the secret of the royal treasures, Cortez had put him
to the torture, and finally hanged him. He is looked
upon to-day as the most illustrious hero of the national
fight for freedom, and the first who made Mexico a
united nation. It may be so, but we have no facts to
prove it.
On the government of the invaders, who gave the
country the name of New Spain, there is no need for us
to dilate. It has been judged severely and with un-
necessary passion. It seems only too well established
that the conquerors were guilty of many atrocities. But,
before long, the first batch of Franciscan monks arrived,
took the Indians under their protection, built schools and
hospitals and began a wonderful work of civilization.
Among a rather mixed collection, some of the viceroys
stand out as humane and noble figures. Such were
Antonio de Mendoza, Luis de Velasco, emancipator of
the Indians, and Archbishop Payo de Rivera, It must
be observed that these]viceroys enjoyed almost unlimited
powers and were virtually free of all control, so long as
the mines furnished the requisite quantity of silver to the
Madrid government. Honour, then, or the reverse, is
due to them for the measures which, as all-powerful
proconsuls, they took with regard to the country com-
mitted to their charge.
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the prop-
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